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*** omissis ***

23. The Committee expresses concern about the discrimination faced by Roma/Gypsies/Travellers that is
reflected, inter alia, in their higher child mortality rate, exclusion from schools, shorter life expectancy,
poor housing conditions, lack of available camping sites, high unemployment rate and limited access to
health services.

The Committee draws the attention of the State party to its general recommendation XXVII on
discrimination against Roma and recommends that the State party develop further appropriate modalities
of communication and dialogue between Roma/Gypsy/Traveller communities and central authorities. It
also recommends that the State party adopt national strategies and programmes with a view to
improving the situation of the Roma/Gypsies/Travellers against discrimination by State bodies, persons or
organizations.

24. The Committee reiterates its concern that besides the Roma/Gypsy/Traveller populations, certain
other minority groups or individuals belonging to them experience discrimination in the areas of
employment, education, housing and health.

The Committee urges the State party to continue taking affirmative measures in accordance with article
2, paragraph 2, of the Convention to ensure equal opportunities for full enjoyment of their economic,
social and cultural rights. Moreover, the Committee encourages the State party to submit in its next
periodic report more detailed information on achievements under the State party's programmes aimed at
narrowing the employment gap and improving housing conditions among different ethnic groups.

31. The Committee recommends that the State party submit a combined eighteenth and
nineteenth periodic report, due on 6 April 2006, and that the report address all points raised in
the present concluding observations.
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45. The Committee is extremely concerned at the high proportion of children living in

poverty in the State party, which limits their enjoyment of many rights under the Convention and leads
to a higher incidence among those children of death, accidents, pregnancy, poor housing and
homelessness, malnutrition, educational failure and suicide. The Committee welcomes the State party’s
commitment to eliminate child poverty and the initiatives taken in this regard, but notes the lack of an
effective and coordinated poverty eradication strategy across the State party.

10. Periodicity of submission of reports

66. The Committee invites the State party to submit its next periodic report before the due date
established under the Convention for the fourth periodic report, i.e. 15 January 2009. This report should
combine the third and fourth periodic reports. However, owing to the large number of reports received by
the Committee every year and the consequent significant delay between the date of submission of a
State party’s report and its consideration by the Committee, the Committee invites the State party to
submit a consolidated third and fourth report 18 months before its due date of 15 July 2007.
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The Committee is concerned about the persistence of de facto discrimination in relation to some
marginalized and vulnerable groups in society, especially ethnic minorities and persons with
disabilities, in various fields, including employment, housing and education. The Committee
regrets the unwillingness of the State party to adopt comprehensive legislation on equality and
protection from discrimination, in accordance with articles 2.2 and 3 of the Covenant.

The Committee further recommends, recalling its previous recommendation (see paragraph 33 of
its 1997 concluding observations), that the State party review and strengthen its institutional
arrangements, within the government administration, which are designed to ensure that its
obligations under the Covenant are taken into account, at an early stage, in the Government's
formulation of national legislation and policy on issues such as poverty reduction, social welfare,
housing, health and education. Given that its general comments are based upon experience
gained over many years, including the examination of numerous States parties' reports, the
Committee urges the State party to give careful consideration to its general comments and
statements when formulating policies that bear upon economic, social and cultural rights.

The Committee urges the State party to take more effective steps to combat de facto
discrimination, in particular against ethnic minorities and people with disabilities, especially in
relation to employment, housing and education. The Committee strongly recommends that the
State party enact comprehensive legislation on equality and non-discrimination in United
Kingdom law, in conformity with articles 2.2 and 3 of the Covenant.

The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report, on the
measures and programmes relevant to the Covenant undertaken by the State party to follow up
on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance.

The Committee recommends that the State party take immediate measures to improve the
situation of the large number of families and individuals who live in poor housing conditions and
to relieve the situation of those who are "fuel poor".

45. Finally, the Committee requests the State party to submit its fifth periodic report by 30
June 2007 and to include in that report detailed information on the steps it has undertaken to
implement the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations.



